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In t roduc t i on  t o  " In t e rna t i ona l  So l i dar i t y"  by  Edgar  Godoy

I n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  d e c a d e s ,  C U P E  m e m b e r s  i n  O n t a r i o  h a v e  b e e n
involved  wi th  In te rna t iona l  Sol idar i ty  work ,  suppor t ing  workers
s t ruggles  in  d i f fe ren t  par t s  o f  the  wor ld .  For  ins tance ,  dur ing  the
s ix t ies  CUPE members  ra l l ied  aga ins t  d i sarmament ,  in  the  1970s
they got involved in the struggle against  the United States’ mili tary
invasion of  Vietnam and the mil i tary junta  in  Chile .   In  addi t ion to
support ing the  popular  movements  in  El  Salvador,  Guatemala  and
Nicaragua, our members supported the struggle of the South African
people  against  Apartheid .   However,  we have to  acknowledge that
a l l  these  In ternat ional  Sol idar i ty  in i t ia t ives  were  l imi ted  to  a  few
locals  and were not  a  par t  of  a  provincial  s t ra tegy.

In 1987, the first CUPE National International Solidarity Committee
was created as  a  resul t  of  a  resolut ion adopted during our  Nat ional
Convent ion in  Quebec Ci ty.  However,  a  s ignif icant  per iod of  t ime
p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e
CUPE Ontario International Solidarity Committee. After the annual
convent ion ,  CUPE Ontar io  leadersh ip  made  the  recommendat ion
to create its Committee for International Solidarity and on December
11th 1999, at Metro Hall, in Toronto the first committee was created.
Besides having the polit ical  support from CUPE Ontario leadership
and be ing  a  wel l  a t tended  meet ing  by  CUPE members ,  there  were
great expectations, particularly after a successful mobilization against
the  World Trade Organizat ion-WTO- in  Seat t le .

Some of the main concerns discussed during our first funding meeting
were  the  lack of  awareness  wi thin  our  union about  the  importance
of International Solidari ty,  the need to init iate a debate at  al l  levels
of the union to make i t  a  priori ty,  part icularly in l ight  of  the
negative effects of economic globalization, the North American
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( cont inued  from page  1 )

F r e e  Tr a d e  A g r e e m e n t - N A F TA -  a n d  F r e e  Tr a d e  A r e a
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s - F TA A -  s u c h  a s  p r i v a t i z a t i o n ,  t h e
a t t a c k  o n  o u r  u n i o n  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t s .  We  a l s o
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  n e w  f r a m e w o r k  f o r
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o l i d a r i t y,  m o v i n g  a w a y  f r o m  a  c u l t u r e
o f  b u s i n e s s  u n i o n i s m  a n d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  c h a r i t y.
C o n s e q u e n t l y,  w e  a d o p t e d  o u r  f i r s t  e v e r  A c t i o n  P l a n
w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  m a i n  c o m p o n e n t s  t o  g u i d e
o u r  w o r k :  a )  u n i o n  t o  u n i o n  s o l i d a r i t y  e m p h a s i z i n g
m u t u a l  s o l i d a r i t y  b )  Tr a i n i n g  t h e  t r a i n e r,
e m p h a s i z i n g  e d u c a t i o n  t o  o u r  m e m b e r s  c )  L o c a l  t o
l o c a l  s o l i d a r i t y,  e m p h a s i z i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  o u r
S o l i d a r i t y  F u n d ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  l o c a l s  t o  s u b s c r i b e
a n d  s u p p o r t  o u r  f u n d .

M o r e  r e c e n t l y,  C U P E ’s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o l i d a r i t y  w o r k
h a s  f o c u s e d  o n  m u t u a l  s u p p o r t  l o c a l l y  a n d  g l o b a l l y.
L o c a l l y,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e
d i v i s i o n  c o m m i t t e e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  g l o b a l  p e r s p e c t i v e
o n  e q u i t y  i s s u e s  a n d  h a v e  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  t h i r d
c o n s e c u t i v e  c o u r s e  “ G l o b a l i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e
Wo r k p l a c e ” .   S e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o
w o r k  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S o l i d a r i t y  C o m m i t t e e  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  c a m p a i g n s  a n d
p r o j e c t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g a i n s t  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c
s e r v i c e s .

A t  t h e  g l o b a l  l e v e l ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
s t r u g g l e s  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r s  i n  s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y,  t h e  A rg e n t i n e a n ,  B r a z i l i a n ,  C u b a n ,
C h i l e a n ,  C o l o m b i a n ,  M e x i c a n ,  S a l v a d o r i a n  a n d
Ve n e z u e l a n  w o r k e r s .

Hamilton Meeting:
US Military Families  Against  the

Iraq Occupation
S u nd ay, Fe b r u a r y  8 , 7 : 0 0  p m

M c M a s t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c a l  C e n t r e  ,  R o o m  1 A 6

I n  A f r i c a ,  w e  c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g  a  g e n d e r  p r o j e c t
w i t h  m u n i c i p a l  w o r k e r s .  We  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  w o r k i n g
i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C a n a d i a n  L a b o u r  C o n g r e s s
o n  d i f f e r e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  s u c h  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
C o l o m b i a n  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  L a b o u r
E x c h a n g e  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  v a r i o u s  c o n f e r e n c e s  a g a i n s t
F TA A  h e l d  i n  H a v a n a ,  C u b a ,  o p p o s i n g  t h e  Wo r l d
Tr a d e  O rg a n i z a t i o n  – W TO -  a n d  F TA A .

To d a y,  w e  c o n t i n u e  f a c i n g  g r e a t  c h a l l e n g e s ,
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h o s e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  o u r  l o c a l
s t r u g g l e s  a n d  t h e  g l o b a l  s t r u g g l e s ,  l a c k  o f  f i n a n c i a l
r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  l a c k  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  i n
c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  C U P E ’s
i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s .   H o w e v e r,  C U P E  O n t a r i o
l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  A c t i o n
P l a n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o l i d a r i t y  C o m m i t t e e ,
w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  r e l e v a n t  t o  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  C U P E ’s
s t r a t e g y  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  a g e n d a .  T h e
m o b i l i z a t i o n  a g a i n s t  F TA A  i n  Q u e b e c  C i t y,  t h e  G 8
S u m m i t  i n  K a n a n a s k i s ,  A l b e r t a ,  I r a n i a n  Wo r k e r s
t o u r  t o  C a n a d a ,  t h e  M i n g a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  C o l o m b i a ,
a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y,  t h e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  C u s c o  P e r u
E n c o u n t e r,  t h e  G l o b a l  J u s t i c e  F o r u m  i n  Q u e b e c  C i t y,
t h e  H e a l t h  C a r e  Wo r k e r s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a s  E x c h a n g e
a n d  t h e  F e s t i v a l  o f  R e s i s t a n c e  a r e  g o o d  e x a m p l e s  o f
o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o l i d a r i t y.  F i n a l l y,
u n i o n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  w a r  i n  I r a q  i s  a l s o  a  g o o d
p o l i t i c a l  p r e c e d e n t  o f  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p e a c e  i n
t h e  w o r l d .

Edgar   S .  Godoy,  Cha i r,  CUPE Onta r io
Internat ional  Sol idar i ty  Commit tee

!!!!! Nancy  Less in  &  Char ley  R ichardson ,
Mi l i t a r y  Fam i l i e s  Speak  Ou t /Un i t ed  S tee lwo rke rs
( B o s t o n )

!!!!! Henry  Evans -Tenbr inke ,
CUPE &  I n te rna t i ona l  So l i da r i t y  Movemen t  obse rve r
i n  Pa les t i ne

!!!!! Pete r  Le ibov i tch ,  S tee lwo rke r  de lega te  t o  Ca i r o
c o n f e r e n c e

-  S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  N o v e m b e r  1 6  C o a l i t i o n  -



Repor t  f rom M iami ,  November  17  to  21 ,  2003
U n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  H e m i s p h e r e ,

 we  sa id  “NO FTAA -  A  BETTER WORLD IS
POSSIBLE! ”

The  F ree  T rade  A rea  o f  t he  Amer i cas
(FTAA)  i s  a  p roposed  reg iona l  f r ee  t rade
ag reemen t  t ha t  a ims  t o  expand  t he  f a i l ed  No r th
Amer i can  F ree  Trade  Ag reemen t  (NAFTA)  t o  a l l
o f  t he  coun t r i es  i n  t he  Wes te rn  Hem isphe re
(excep t  Cuba ) .  “NAFTA  fo r  t he  Amer i cas ”  i s
be ing  nego t i a ted  beh ind  c l osed  doo rs  by  t r ade
m i n i s t e r s  f r o m  3 4  n a t i o n s .  T h e  t a l k s ,  l a u n c h e d
i n  1 9 9 4 ,  a r e  s e t  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  J a n u a r y  1 ,
2005 .  The  U .S .  Congress  wou ld  vo te  under  the
“Fas t  T rack ”  p rocedu re ,  mean ing  on l y  a  yes  o r
no  vo te  i s  a l l owed  w i t h  no  amendmen ts  o r
m o d i f i c a t i o n s .

Dur ing  the  week  o f  November  17  to  21 ,
when  t rade  o f f i c i a l s  f r om th roughou t  t he
hem isphe re  me t  i n  M iam i  t o  f u r t he r  nego t i a t i ons
f o r  t h e  F TA A ,  w o r k e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  f a r m e r s ,
i m m i g r a n t s ,  a r t i s t s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ,
consumer  advoca tes  and  ac t i v i s t s  we re  j o i ned
by  peop le  f r om a l l  ove r  t he  Amer i cas  i n
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a n d  r a l l i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  F TA A .

He re  a re  some  o f  t he  h i gh l i gh t s :

On  Sa tu rday  ,  November  15 ,  peop le  f rom
Sou th -F lo r i da  based  g rass roo t s  o rgan i za t i ons
toge the r  w i t h  g rass roo t s  o rgan i za t i ons  f r om
a c r o s s  t h e  A m e r i c a s ,  g a t h e r e d  3 4  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f
M iam i  f o r  a  t h ree  day  march  t o  down  t own  M iam i
h i gh l i gh t i ng  t he  impac t s  o f  “ f r ee ”  t r ade  po l i c i es
o n  p o o r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

Fo rums  (amongs t  o the rs )  he ld  t h roughou t
the  week  we re :  La t i no  Commun i t i es  and  F ree
T rade  Fo rum,  ,G loba l  Worke rs ’  Fo rum,
G loba l i za t i on  and  t he  A f r i can  Wor l d  Fo rum,
Un i t ed  S tee l  Worke rs  o f  Amer i ca  Fo rum on
Corpo ra te  Respons ib i l i t y.

The re  was  a l so  a  AFL-C IO sponsored
Worke rs  Fo rum “G i v i ng  Vo i ce  To  Worke rs  o f  t he
A m e r i c a s . ”   U . S .   W o r k e r s  f r o m  t h e  S E I U ,
U N I T E ,  S t e e l  W o r k e r s   a n d  M a c h i n i s t  U n i o n s
s p o k e  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s  d u e  t o  N A F TA .  A
worke r  f r om Mex i co ’ s  maqu i l ado ras ,  a  hea l t h
ca re  worke r  f r om N ica raqua ,   a  S tee lwo rke r  f r om
Braz i l   and  a  teache r  f rom Co lomb ia  gave
t e s t o m o n y  t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  v i o l e n c e ,
a n d  l o s s  o f  p e n s i o n s  a n d  j o b s .

A  se r i es  o f  wo rkshops ,  pane l s  and
teach - i ns  we re  he ld  unde r  t he  t hemes  o f
“ S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  D e m o c r a c y,  H e a l t h  a n d
Soc ia l  Deve lopmen t  and  Face  o f  t he  G loba l
Economy” .  Jack  Lay ton  and  Ed  B roadben t
add ressed  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  o f  t he  Canad ian
S tee lwo rke r  Un ion .

The re  was  a  Peop le ’ s  Ga la  fo r  G loba l
Jus t i ce  w i t h  i n te rna t i ona l  pe r fo rmers  and
p resen ta t i ons  f r om a  b road  range  o f  cu l t u ra l ,
l abou r,  env i ronmen ta l ,  r e l i g ious  and
ag r i cu l t u ra l  l eade rs  f r om th roughou t  t he
hemisphe re .

The  ma in  march  took  p lace  on  November
2 0   w i t h  a  r a l l y  a t  t h e  B a y f r o n t  P a r k
Amph i thea te r   t hen  a  march  t h rough  down
t o w n  M i a m i  ,  p a s t  t h e  o f f i c i a l   m e e t i n g s  a n d
b a c k  t o  t h e  A m p h i t h e a t e r  .

Th roughou t  t he  week  ac t i v i s t s  we re
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  m a s s e s  o f  p o l i c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y
g u a r d s .  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  t o o k  8 . 5  m i l l i o n
do l l a r s  f r om  the  87  m i l l i on  app rop r i a t i ons  B i l l
f o r  I r aq  t o  pay  f o r  secu r i t y  and  po l i ce
ope ra t i on .  A l l  o f  down town  M iam i  was  c l osed
o f f .  Buses  o f  demons t ra to rs  we re  re fused
en t r y  i n to  down town  M iam i  and  were  unab le
t o  j o i n  t h e  r a l l y.

The  peace fu l  march  ended  when  po l i ce
moved  i n  a t t ack i ng  t he  ac t i v i s t  who  d i d  no t
d i spe rse  a f t e r  t he  ra l l y  ended .  Many  we re
sho t  a t  w i t h  r ubbe r  bu l l e t s ,  bea ten  and
a r res ted .  Amongs t   t he  a r r es ted  was  a  un i on
b ro the r  f r om  Co lomb ia .  A t  t he  t ime  o f  h i s
a r res t  he  was  unde r  amnes t y  p ro tec t i on  and
l i v i ng  i n  t he  U .S .

W a s  h e  t a r g e t e d ?  W h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  t o
h im?  Th ink ing  o f  h im  I  f ea r  f o r  h i s  l i f e .

- -He ide  T rampus ,  I n te rna t i ona l  So l i da r i t y
Commi t t ee  –  CUPE,  On ta r i o

E d i t o r ' s  n o t e :
A s  w e  g o  t o  p r e s s ,  H e i d e  T r a m p u s  i s
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  T h i r d  H e m i s p h e r i c
C o n g r e s s  A g a i n s t  t h e  F TAA  i n  H a v a n a ,
C u b a .  L o o k  f o r  h e r  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f
t h e  C U P E  O n t a r i o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o l i d a r i t y
N e w s l e t t e r.  C U P E  m e m b e r s  c a n  c o n t a c t  h e r
by  e -ma i l :  w2wcc l sn@ho tma i l . com.

Say No to the
Free Trade Area of the Americas
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P e o p l eP e o p l eP e o p l eP e o p l eP e o p l e
By S tephen  Seabo rn ,  VP  -  Po l i t i ca l

Ac t i on ,  CUPE Toron to  D is t r i c t  Counc i l

O n  M a y  1 s t  To r o n t o  a n d  Yo r k  R e g i o n
L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  i s  h o s t i n g  a  l a n d m a r k
1 2 - h o u r  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  To r o n t o ’s
w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  c i t y ’s
“ d i s t i l l e r y  d i s t r i c t ” ,  t h e  h o m e  o f  o u r
c i t y ’s  f i r s t  g r a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s .  

T h e  d a y s ’  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e  a  c o -
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l
w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e
G o o d e rh a m  &  Wor t s  N e i g h b o u r h o o d
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  M a y w o r k s  f e s t i v a l
a n d  C i t y S c a p e  w h i c h  o p e r a t e s  t h e
D i s t i l l e r y  D i s t r i c t ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ’s
l a r g e s t  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  Vi c t o r i a n
i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k s i t e  e n c o m p a s s i n g  1 9
a c r e s  o f  h e r i t a g e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d
l a n e w a y s .

To r o n t o ’s  M a y  D a y  c e l e b r a t i o n  w i l l  b e
o p e n e d  b y  M a y o r  D a v i d  M i l l e r.  I t  w i l l :
¨ S h o w c a s e  O n t a r i o ’s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

a r r a y  o f  c u t t i n g - e d g e  p e r f o r m e r s
o n  t h e  o u t d o o r  m a i n s t a g e  a n d
l a t e r  a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f e r m e n t i n g
h o u s e  c a b a r e t  s t a g e ;

¨ H o n o u r  t h e  c o o p e r s ,  t h e
m i l l w r i g h t s ,  t h e  h a c k m e n ,  t h e
b r i c k l a y e r s  a n d  t h e  d a y  l a b o u r e r s
o f  G o o d e r h a m ’s  1 8 3 2  m i l l  a n d
d i s t i l l e r y ;

¨ I n c o r p o r a t e  2 5  c o m m u n i t y  a r t s
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  s t u d i o s ;

¨ H i g h l i g h t  h e a l t h y  w o r k i n g
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  o u r
w o r k p l a c e s  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f
i n t e r a c t i v e  d i s p l a y s ;

¨ I n t r o d u c e  To r o n t o ’s  m o s t
i n n o v a t i v e  f u n c t i o n a l  &  v i s u a l
a r t i s a n s ;  a n d

- r e - e n a c t  t h e  C h i c a g o  H a y m a r k e t
w o r k  s t o p p a g e  f o r  a  s h o r t e r,  s a f e r
w o r k w e e k .

M a n y  To r o n t o ’s  u n i o n s  i n c l u d i n g
C U P E  l o c a l s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y  w i l l
b e  s u b s i d i z i n g  l u n c h e s  f o r  m e m b e r s  &
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  s p o n s o r i n g  p e r f o r m e r s
a n d  r e s e r v i n g  t a b l e s  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g
c a b a r e t .

For  more  in fo rmat ion  con tac t  K im Hume,
Labour  Ar ts  Subcommi t tee ,

<khume@act ra to ron to .com> or
S tephen  Seaborn ,  <sseaborn@cupe .ca>

The case of  Omid Oladi ’s
death in Iran Khodro’s

f a c t o r y
B y  K h a l i l  Ve r m e z y a r i

I r an  i s  one  o f  t he  coun t r i es  whe re  t he  number  o f  v i c t ims  o f
w o r k - r e l a t e d  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s  i s  e n o r m o u s l y  h i g h .
A l though  I ran ian  worke rs  a re  depr i ved  o f  i ndependen t
wo rke r  o rgan i za t i ons ,  t hey  pu rsue  t he  s t r ugg le  t o  imp rove
work ing  cond i t i ons  and  t o  r educe  t he  number  o f  v i c t ims  o f
i nc i dence  a t  wo rk  i n  va r i ous  f o rms .

A  recen t  case  i s  t he  dea th  o f  a  22  yea rs  o l d  wo rke r  i n  I r an
Khodro  Company  ( the  l a rges t  veh i c le  manu fac tu re r
company  i n  I r an ) ,  wh i ch  i s  cu r ren t l y  be i ng  pu rsued  by  a
ma jo r  campa ign  and  w idesp read  s t r ugg le  i n  t h i s  f ac to r y.

On  the25 th  o f  December  2003 ,  Omid  O lad i  who  was
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t  h a d  a  s t r o k e  w h i l e  a t  h i s  p o s t
and  d i ed  subsequen t l y  i n  hosp i t a l  a  f ew  days  l a t e r.  Om id
O lad i  wo rked  unde r  t he  cove r  o f  a  con t rac t  company  ‘ I r an
Eh i ya  Gos ta r ’ .  Ano the r  young  wo rke r  f r om  t h i s  company,
Peyman  Raz i l ou  had  a l so  d i ed  f o l l ow ing  a  s t r oke ,  abou t
t h ree  mon ths  ago .

Fo l l ow ing  t he  ‘ r es t ruc tu r i ng ’  o f  t he  o rgan i za t i on  o f  t he  I r an
K h d o r o  I n d u s t r i a l  G r o u p ,  t h e  m a i n  c o m p a n y  t h a t  c l a i m s  t o
be  t he  l a rges t  veh i c l e  manu fac tu re r  i n  t he  M idd le  Eas t ,
t hey  began  impos ing  an  eve r - i nc reas ing  ha rsh  work ing
cond i t i ons  on  t he i r  emp loyees ,  i n c l ud i ng  t h ree  wo rk i ng
sh i f t s ,  f o r ced  ove r t ime ,  i nc rease  i n  r a te  o f  p roduc t i on  and
reduc t i on  o f  b reak  t ime .   They  have  a l so  t r ans fe r red  pa r t s
o f  c o m p a n y ’ s  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  s u b - c o n t r a c t o r s ,  w h i c h
impose  t empora ry  con t rac t s  on  wo rke rs ,  dep r i v i ng  t hem o f
t h e i r  m o s t  b a s i c  r i g h t s .

Worke rs  i n  I r an  Khod ro ’ s  “Eh i ya  Gos ta r ”  have  s ta r t ed  a
s t r i k e  a n d  p r o t e s t  a c t i o n s  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 2 th f o r  t h e i r
r i gh t s .  These  wo rke rs  wan t  an  abo l i t i on  o f  t empora ry
con t rac t s  and  demand  tha t  a l l  wo rke rs  shou ld  be  cove red
by  the  I ran  Khodro  w i th  ove r t ime  pay  fo r  wo rk  du r i ng
h o l i d a y s  a n d  n i g h t  s h i f t s .  A  m a i n  d e m a n d  i s  a  c a l l  f o r  a n
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f
Omid  O lad i  and  i den t i f i ca t i on  o f  t hose  respons ib l e  f o r  h i s
dea th .

These  wo rke rs  need  you r  he lp ,  suppo r t  and  so l i da r i t y.  Ou r
r e q u e s t  i s  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  r e s p e c t  2 8 th

Ap r i l ,  t he  I n te rna t i ona l  Commemora t i on  Day  fo r  Dead  and
I n j u r e d  W o r k e r s ,  y o u  d o  a l l  y o u  c a n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  b y
wr i t i ng  p ro tes t  l e t t e r s  t o  t he  I n t e rna t i ona l  Labou r
O r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c
Repub l i c  gove rnmen t  i n  I r an ,  i n  suppor t  o f  t he  demands  o f
I ran  Khodro  worke rs .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
a l l i a n c e @ w o r k e r s - i r a n . o r g



A  G L O B A L  P E A C E  M O V E M E N T  R E V I V A L
To m  H ayd e n ,  A l t e r N e t

J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  2 0 0 4

M U M B A I ,  I N D I A  —  N a t a l i a  A b l o v a  f a c e s  a  t o u g h
ch a l l e n g e  i n  h e r  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S .  o c c u p a t i o n
o f  I r a q .  A b l o v a ,  w h o  l o o k s  l i k e  a n y  f r i e n d l y  m i d d l e -
A m e r i c a n  i n  h e r  p l a i n  d r e s s ,  s h o u l d e r - l e n g t h  h a i r  a n d
r e a d i n g  g l a s s e s ,  i s  o p p o s i n g  t h e  I r a q  o c c u p a t i o n  o n
t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  K y r g i s t a n ,  t h e  o n l y  C e n t r a l  A s i a n
c o u n t r y  w h e r e  s u c h  p r o t e s t  i s  p e r m i t t e d .

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  c h a n c e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  d e m o c r a c y  i n  o u r
r e g i o n , ”  s h e  l a m e n t s .  B u t  l a s t  y e a r ,  s h e  l e d  3 0  h u m a n
r i g h t s  g ro u p s  t o  t h e  U.S .  E m b a s s y  t o  d e n o u n c e  t h e
i n v a s i o n .

F a r  f r o m  b e i n g  a l o n e ,  N a t a l i a  A b l o v a  i s  c o m p l i c a t i n g
t h e  B u s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  w a r  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i t s  s t a t u s
a s  t h e  s o l e  s u p e r p o w e r .  O n  t h i s  M a r c h  2 0 ,  t h e  f i r s t
a n n ive r s a r y  o f  t h e  U.S .  i nva s i o n  o f  I r a q ,  w h e n  t h e
W h i t e  H o u s e  e x p e c t e d  t h r o n g s  o f  c h e e r i n g  I r a q i s  i n
t h e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  m a s s e s  o f  j e e r i n g  p r o t e s t o r s
l i k e  N a t a l i a  A b l o v a  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  i n s t e a d .  L a s t
y e a r ,  f o u r  t o  f i v e  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  p r o t e s t e d  i n  o v e r  6 0 0
c i t i e s  g l o b a l l y.  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  nu m b e r s  a r e
u n p r e d i c t a b l e ,  b u t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  w a r  h a s  i n c r e a s e d
a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n
p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a m p a i g n  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s
a t  a  d i s t a n c e .

T h i s  w e e k  N a t a l i a  A b l o v a  i s  a t t e n d i n g  a  “ G e n e r a l
A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  G l o b a l  A n t i - Wa r  M ove m e n t ,”  o n e  o f
t h e  m a n y  p l a n n i n g  s e s s i o n s
p r o v i d e d  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  t e n s  o f
t h o u s a n d s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Wo r l d
S o c i a l  F o r u m .

I n s t e a d  o f  w e a k e n i n g  o r
f r a g m e n t i n g  t h e  g l o b a l  j u s t i c e
m o v e m e n t ,  t h e  w a r  i n  I r a q  h a s
p r o m p t e d  a  p e a c e  m o v e m e n t
h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  a n t i -
g l o b a l i z a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e
f o r u m .

Bremer  and  K iss inger

T h e  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  i s  n o t  s i m p l y
t o  e n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r ve n t i o n  i n  I r a q  b u t  t h e  U.S .
t a k e o v e r  o f  t h e  I r a q  e c o n o m y  a n d  i t s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s
a s  w e l l .  T h e  p r o t e s t  i s  n o t  o n l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g
f a v o u r i t i s m  s h o w n  t o  H a l l i b u r t o n  a n d  B e c h t e l ,  b u t
t h e  v e r y  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  I r a q i  e c o n o m y  s h o u l d  b e
c o n t r a c t e d  o u t  t o  p r i v a t e  f o r e i g n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n  t h e
f i r s t  p l a c e .  S e e n  t h i s  way,  t h e  I r a q  o c c u p a t i o n  i s  a
p e r f e c t  r e a l - t i m e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  B u s h
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  d o c t r i n e  o f  r i g h t - w i n g  m a r ke t
f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e
t o  r e l i g i o u s  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  P a u l  B r e m e r  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  n o t  o n l y  a s
p o i n t  m a n  f o r  t h e  U.S .  g ove r n m e n t ,  b u t  a s  m a n a g i n g

d i r e c t o r  o f  K i s s i n g e r  &  A s s o c i a t e s ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a
s e c r e t  l i s t  o f  U.S .  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i t h
l o n g - t e r m  s t a k e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  B r e m e r  a l r e a d y  h a s
i m p o s e d  a  m a x i m u m  f l a t  t a x  o f  o n l y  1 5  p e r c e n t  o n
c o r p o r a t e  p r o f i t s ,  p r i v a t i z e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  I r a q i
b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  c a r r i e d  f r e e
m a r k e t  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  s o  f a r  t h a t  h e  f a c e s  l e g a l
ch a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  U.S .  a u t h o r i t y  b a s e d  o n  t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  B r e m e r  o r d e r  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  n o n -
g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  “ n e w  I r a q ”  m u s t
b e  r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l e d  m e m b e r s h i p  l i s t s  t o
t h e  A m e r i c a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  B a g h d a d .

E x c e p t  f o r  D e n n i s  K u c i n i c h ,  D e m o c r a t i c  p r e s i d e n t i a l
c a n d i d a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e s i t a n t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  s w e e p i n g
r i g h t - w i n g  a g e n d a  i n  I r a q  e x c e p t  f o r  “ e x c e s s e s ”  l i k e
H a l l i b u r t o n’s  ove r ch a r g i n g  o n  p e t r o l e u m .

B u t  a l l  t h a t  w i l l  c h a n g e  i f  t h e  g l o b a l  p e a c e  m o v e m e n t
s u c c e e d s  i n  r e f r a m i n g  t h e  d e b a t e .

A New Movement

T h e  r e f r a m i n g  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  a m o n g  c o u n t l e s s
a c t i v i s t s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  I r a q  l a s t
y e a r ,  M e d e a  B e n j a m i n  o f  G l o b a l  E x c h a n g e  r a i s e d
c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  U.S .  e c o n o m i c  d e s i g n s  o n  I r a q i
w e a l t h .  A n t i - g l o b a l i z a t i o n  w r i t e r  N a o m i  K l e i n  h a s
p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h  i n  T h e  N a t i o n  o n  t h e  a t t e m p t e d
s a l e  o f  I r a q  t o  c o r p o r a t e  b i d d e r s .  T h i s  w e e k  h e r e ,  t h e
n o v e l i s t - t u r n e d - a c t i v i s t  A r u n d a h t i  R o y  h a s  u r g e d

c r o w d s  t o  g o  h o m e  a n d  s h u t  d o w n
t h e  c o r p o r a t e  o f f i c e s  o f  f i r m s
p r o f i t i n g  f r o m  t h e  I r a q  o c c u p a t i o n .
S u c h  i d e a s ,  w h i c h  w e r e
i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  e f f e c t i v e  d i r e c t
a c t i on  i n  S an  F r anc i s co  l a s t  y e a r ,  a r e
c i r c u l a t i n g  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  t h o u s a n d s
o f  n o o k s  a n d  c r a n n i e s  w h e r e
m o v e m e n t s  g e r m i n a t e  i n  a  k i n d  o f
“ p r e - h i s t o r y ”  b e f o r e  b e i n g
r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e  m e d i a .

At  a  l eng thy  mee t ing  on  the  forum
g rounds  today,  peace  ac t iv i s t s
known on ly  to  each  o ther  th rough

phone  ca l l s  and  ema i l s  met  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime ,  sha red
the i r  r e f l ec t ions  on  l a s t  yea r ’s  Febr uar y  demons t ra t ions
and  the i r  p l ans  for  March  20 .  The  d i scuss ion  revea l ed  a
h igh  l eve l  o f  un i t y  and  concern  for  p roper  messag ing ,
desp i t e  the  except iona l  d ive r s i t y  o f  cu l tu res ,  l anguages ,
and  na t iona l i t i e s  in  the  mix .

I r a q i  w o m e n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  u r g e d  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
a c t i v i s t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  B ag h d a d - b a s e d
N G O s  t o  p r o t e c t  I r a q i  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  e m e r g i n g
wo m e n’s  g r o u p s  h a r d  h i t  by  B re m e r ’s  r e c e n t  a g r e e m e n t
t o  w a i v e  e x i s t i n g  c i v i l  l a w s  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  c o d e s
c o n c e r n i n g  m a r r i a g e  a n d  d i v o r c e .

 



( A  G l o b a l  P e a c e  M o v e m e n t  R e v i v a l ,  c o n t i n u e d )
A n  I n d i a n  wo m a n  s p o ke  o f  b e i n g  “ ve r y  n e r vo u s ”
a b o u t  M a r c h  2 0  b e c a u s e  o v e r  8 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0
w h o  p r o t e s t e d  l a s t  Fe b r u a r y  we r e  M u s l i m .  “ W ha t  a re
w e  w o r k i n g  f o r ,  j u s t  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ? ”  s h e
a s k e d .  O r  a r e  w e  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  “ b r o a d e r ,  n o n -
r e l i g i o u s ,  s e c u l a r  m o v e m e n t  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
q u e s t i o n s  o f  I r a q ’s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t ? ”

T h e  Wo r l d  S o c i a l  Fo r u m ,  s h e  s a i d ,  p r ov i d e s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  a  l a r g e r  a n t i - I r a q  m o v e m e n t
a c r o s s  t h e  d e e p  r e l i g i o u s  d i v i d e s  o f  I n d i a .

M a n y  s p e a k e r s  i m p r e s s e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e i r
r e s i s t a n c e  i n  r e m o t e  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  A
Tur k i s h  wo m a n  r e c o u n t e d  h ow  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e
m a r c h e d  l a s t  y e a r  a t  j u s t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t
w a s  w e i g h i n g  w h e t h e r  t o  s e n d  t r o o p s  t o  I r a q .  A n
i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  M o n t r e a l  d e s c r i b e d  h o w  2 0 0 , 0 0 0
p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  i n  2 0 - b e l o w  w e a t h e r  f o r  a n  a l l - d a y
v i g i l .  A  B r i t i s h  wo m a n  l iv i n g  i n  t h e  U.S .  c l i e n t  s t a t e  o f
Q a t a r  s p o ke  o f  h ow  n e r vo u s  s h e  wa s  t a k i n g  h e r  f i r s t
a n t i - w a r  s t a n d  w h i l e  t h e  c o u n t r y  w a s  “ o v e r r u n  w i t h
A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s . ”

A n  E g y p t i a n  p e a c e  a c t i v i s t  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e l a t i v e
a b s e n c e  o f  m a s s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  l a s t  y e a r .  “A l l  o f  u s
i n  t h e  A r a b  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  u n d e r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  m i l i t a r y
r u l e .  O u r  g o v e r n m e n t s  f e a r  t h a t  e v e n  a  s m a l l ,
p e r m i t t e d  p e a c e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w i l l  g r o w  i n t o  a  l a r g e r
o n e  a g a i n s t  o u r  m i s e r a b l e  l i f e . ”  H e  i s  w o r k i n g
n o n e t h e l e s s  o n  a  s o c i a l  f o r u m  l i n k i n g  p e a c e  a n d
democra cy.

Less  S loganeer ing ,  More  Out reach

S e v e r a l  s p e a k e r s  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e a c h  a  w i d e r
a u d i e n c e ,  a n d  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  p r o t e s t s  i n  w a y s
s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  p e a c e  m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s .  A  C o s t a  R i c a n  d e l e g a t e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  “ w e  m u s t

c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  m o v e m e n t s ,  n o t  l e t
o u r s e l v e s  b e  s e e n  a s  a n t i - A m e r i c a n ,  a n d  n o t  b e  s e e n  a s
v i o l e n t . ”  A n o t h e r  f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  c a l l e d  f o r
“ l e s s  s l o g a n e e r i n g ,  a n d  m o r e  r e a c h i n g  o u t . ”

T h e  f e w  A m e r i c a n s  p r e s e n t ,  m o s t l y  f r o m  b r a n c h e s  o f
U n i t e d  f o r  P e a c e  a n d  J u s t i c e  a n d  A N S W E R ,  w e l c o m e d
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i a l o g u e  a n d  s u p p o r t .

A n  A m e r i c a n  s t u d e n t  r e m i n d e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t
y o u n g  p e o p l e  h a d  n e v e r  b e f o r e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  o n  t h e
s c a l e  o f  t h e  Feb r u a r y  2 0 0 3  p r o t e s t s.  “ D o n’t  s ay  i t ’s
n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  a s  b i g  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  t h i n g  i s ,  m o r e
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U.S .  a r e  d o u b t i n g  B u s h  t o d ay  t h a n
d u r i n g  t h e  p r o t e s t s  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r .  T h e  p e a c e
s e n t i m e n t  i s  g row i n g.  M a rch  2 0  s h o u l d  n o t  b e
m e a s u r e d  j u s t  a s  a  m o b i l i z a t i o n  b u t  b y  t h e  b a s e -
b u i l d i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  w e  d o  o n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e
t a k e o v e r  o f  I r a q . ”

L a s t  y e a r ’s  l a r g e - s c a l e  p ro t e s t s  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  i n
m e m o r y  b e f o r e  a  w a r  b e g a n ,  r e v e a l i n g  a  c r u c i a l  l a c k  o f
p u b l i c  c o n s e n s u s  a s  B u s h  c o m m e n c e d  t h e  c o n f l i c t .
W i t h  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  b o g g e d  d ow n ,  c a s u a l t y  l e ve l s
r i s i n g ,  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  f a l s e  c l a i m s  r e ve a l e d
a l m o s t  d a i l y,  a n t i - wa r  s e n t i m e n t  h a s  s p r e a d  t o  m i d d l e
A m e r i c a  a n d  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  t o n e  o f  p r e s i d e n t i a l
d e b a t e .  O r g a n i z i n g  a  l a r g e r  p r o t e s t  i s  m a d e  m o r e
d i f f i c u l t  i n  s o m e  way s  b y  t h e  p e a c e  m ove m e n t ’s
s u c c e s s ,  b u t  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e f r a m e  t h e  m e s s a g e  a n d  k e e p
t h e  h e a t  o n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  b e  a  m a j o r
c h a l l e n g e  i n  2 0 0 4 .

B u t  i f  N a t a l i a  A b l ova  i s  m a r ch i n g  t o  t h e  U.S .  E m b a s s y
o n c e  a g a i n ,  a n y t h i n g  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  u n p r e d i c t a b l e
m o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  w a r .

Tom Hayden  i s  a  p rog ress i ve  ac t i v i s t  and  f o rme r  Ca l i f o rn i a
e l ec ted  o f f i c i a l .  He  i s  i n  Mumba i ,  I nd i a ,  cove r i ng  t he  Wor l d
Soc ia l  Fo rum fo r  A l t e rNe t .

DEMONSTRATE  AGAINST  THE
OCCUPATION  OF  IRAQ

Satu r da y,  Mar ch  20  at  1  PM
Nathan  Ph i l l i p ’s  Squar e

(100  Queen  S t .  W.  -  To r on to )
J o i n  t h e  L a b o u r  C o n t i n g e n t  f o r  a  " L a b o u r  B r e a k f a s t "  s t a r t i n g  a t  11 : 0 0  a m  a t  t h e

S t e e l w o r k e r s  H a l l  -  2 5  C e c i l  S t r e e t   ( S o u t h  a n d  E a s t  o f  C o l l e g e  a n d  S p a d i n a )

Canad ian  Peace  A l l i ance :
w w w . a c p - c p a . c a
Toron to  Coa l i t i on  to  S top  the
Wa r :  www.nowar.ca

US Labou r  Aga ins t  t he  War :
w w w. u s l a b o r a g a i n s t w a r. o r g
Br i ng  Them Home  Now:
www.br ing themhomenow.org

Mi l i t a r y  Fam i l i e s  Speak  Ou t :
w w w . m f s o . o r g
I n t e rna t i ona l  ANSWER:
www. in ternat iona lanswer.org

Un i t ed  f o r  Peace  and  Jus t i ce :
w w w . u n i t e d f o r p e a c e . o r g
C a i r o  C a m p a i g n :
w w w . c a i r o c a m p a i g n . c o m

Peace and Ant i -War  Resources  on  the  Web



De a r  B r o t h e r s  a n d
S i s t e r s ,

I  am  r e c e i v i n g  d a i l y
r e p o r t s  f r om  Pa l e s t i n e .
T h e  s i t u a t i o n  fo r  t h e
Pa l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  a n d
fo r  Pe a c e  A c t i v i s t s , b o t h
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  I s r a e l i
s e em s  t o  b e  w o r s e n i n g .

I n  a  t own  c a l l e d  Ma s - H a ,
wh e r e  a  p e a c e
d emon s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t
t h e  “Ap a r t h e i d  Wa l l ”  wa s
b e i n g  h e l d ,  I s r a e l i
s o l d i e r s  f i r e d  l i v e  r o u n d s
a t  a  c r owd  o f  a b o u t  2 00
p e a c e f u l ,  n o n - v i o l e n t ,
d emon s t r a t o r s  y e s t e r d a y
a s  t h e y  a t t emp t e d  t o  o p e n
o n e  o f  t h e  g a t e s  i n  t h e
b a r r i e r  a n d  p a s s  t h r o u g h .
O n e  d emon s t r a t o r, a n
I s r a e l i  n ame d  G i l

N a ’ a ma t i  w a s  s e r i o u s l y
i n j u r e d  a n d  a n  Ame r i c a n
d emon s t r a t o r  w a s
s l i g h t l y  w o un d e d .

D e s p i t e  t h e  s h o o t i n g ,  t h e
a c t i v i s t s  a n d
d emon s t r a t o r s  r ema i n e d
p e a c e f u l  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o
o p e n  t h e  g a t e .  Th i s
i n c i d e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n
e s c a l a t i o n  o f  fo r c e  b y  t h e
I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y  i n  t h i s
a r e a .  I t  w a s  f u r t h e r
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a t  n o  t im e
d u r i n g  t h e  d emon s t r a t i o n
w e r e  a n y  I s r a e l i  s o l d i e r s
t h r e a t e n e d  n o r  i n  a n y
d an g e r  f r om  t h e
d e m o n s t r a t o r s .

I t  i s  my  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o
c h i l d r e n  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e s
f r om  13  t o  1 8  i n  t h i s

c r owd  wh o  c o u l d  a l s o
h ave  ve r y  e a s i l y  b e e n
s h o t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i
s o l d i e r s  we r e  awa r e  o f
t h i s .

T o  m e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t
f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e
imp o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  w o r k
t h a t  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  b y
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o l i d a r i t y
Mov emen t  a n d  CUPE .

Yo u r s  i n  Pe a c e  a n d
S o l i d a r i t y

H en ry  Evan s - Ten b r i n ke

Henry  Evans -Tenb r i nke  i s  a
member  o f  t he  CUPE On ta r i o
In te rna t i ona l  So l i da r i t y
Commi t t ee .  He  has  r ecen t l y
re tu rned  f r om  Pa les t i ne .

Update  from Pa lest ine

Appea l  from South  Korea
The South  Korean government  is
tak ing  ex t reme ac t ion  to  c rush  the
power  o f  t he  na t i onw ide  t rade  un ion
fo r  m ig ran t  wo rke rs ,  known  as  t he
Equal i ty  Trade Union -  Migrants
B ranch ,  by  t r ea t i ng  wo rke rs  as
i l lega ls ,  fo rc ing  mass depor ta t ions
and deny ing  even bas ic  human
r igh ts .

The government  has dep loyed
immigra t ion  o f f icers  and armed
po l i ce  as  par t  o f  i t s  campa ign ,  and
w i th  t he  ass i s tance  o f  Ko rean
A i r l i nes  i t  i s  mak ing  e f fo r t s  to  depor t
tens  o f  thousands  o f  m ig ran t
w o r k e r s .

The  v i c ious  c rackdowns  invo lv ing
tear -gas  and  gun-w ie ld ing
immigra t ion  o f f i cers  and on go ing
po l i ce  b ru ta l i t y  on  the  worke rs  a re
des igned to  in t im idate  workers  in to
submiss ion  and doc i l i t y  to  smash the
ETU – MB workers  organ izat ion .

Unfor tunate ly  the  South  Korean
government ’ s  ac t ions  a re  jus t  one  o f
the  many  examples  o f  the  harsh

rea l i t ies  tha t  migran t  labourers  face
wor ldw ide ;  o f ten  be ing  den ied  bas ic
r igh ts ,  hea l th  ca re  se rv i ces ,  and
being robbed of  the min imum labour
standards.  The ETU-MB has been
under  cons tan t  a t tack  s ince  i t  fo rmed
in  2001  fo r  no  o the r  reason  than
because  o f  t he  fac t  t ha t  t he  un ion
th rea tens  the  ab i l i t y  o f  the
government  and corpora t ions  to
sys temica l l y  exp lo i t  and  abuse
workers  as  cheap  m ig ran t  l abour  –  a
pure  def iance aga ins t  g loba l iza t ion .

Ac t iv is ts  f rom the  ETU-MB are  in  the
f ron t  l i ne  o f  t he  worke r ’ s  s t rugg le
and  they  con t inue  to  f i gh t  to  w in !

These migran ts  pay  brokers
exorb i tan t  fees  jus t  to  come to  South
Korea  to  wo rk  (be tween  $8000-
10,000 US)  and the i r  fami l ies  re ly
heav i l y  on  the i r  remi t tances  to
surv ive .  Desp i te  s ta te  te r ro r i za t ion
and be ing  nabbed fo r  the i r  pub l i c
de f i ance ,  t he  worke rs  con t i nue  to  be
mi l i tant  and organized;  engaged in  a
s i t - i n  (now en te r ing  i t s  th i rd  month )

at  the Myongdong Cathedra l  in  the
cen te r  o f  Seou l .

E igh t  m ig ran t  workers  have  d ied  as  a
resu l t  o f  t he  c rackdowns  and  s i x
more  worke rs  a re  dead  by  su ic ide .
To make an a l ready despera te
s i tua t ion  worse ,  the  Korean
government  recent ly  announced on
January  15 ,  2004 ,  tha t  they  w i l l  s tep
up the campaign to  purge a l l
remain ing undocumented workers .

The ETU has sent  out  an urgent
in te rna t iona l  ca l l  to  show so l idar i t y
w i t h  m ig ran t  wo rke rs  and  we  need  to
act !

Demand a legal isat ion of  migrant
worke r  r i gh ts  and  an  end  to  a l l
depor ta t ions  o f  ETU-MB workers  in
South  Korea.

P lease  show your  suppor t  and  send
a message to  the  South  Korean
pres iden t  by  v is i t i ng :
www. l abo rs ta r t . o rg  and  c l i c k  on
South  Korea.



Mobi l i z ing  In ternat iona l
So l idar i ty  in  Ca i ro

The Second Cairo Conference,
organized by the International
Campaign against Zionist and US
Occupation in early December, had all
the ingredients of a successful anti-war
event.

Almost a thousand Egyptian,
Arab and international activists
representing the anti-war movement
ended a two-day conference on Sunday
as news of ousted Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein’s capture was
announced.

Over two days, dozens of
passionate Arab and international
speakers took to the Egyptian Press
Syndicate podium to express solidarity
with the Iraqi and Palestinian people,
and denounce US imperialism,
globalization and aggressive capitalism.

The impressive array of

speakers included veteran British

politician Tony Benn, former US

attorney- general Ramsey Clark,

former Humanitarian Coordinator with

the United Nations in Iraq Dennis

Halliday and British MP George

Galloway. Hundreds of activists

representing the UK-based Stop the War

Coalition, International A.N.S.W.E.R

and the anti-war movements in France,

Canada, Spain, Italy, Belgium, Turkey,

Japan, Jordan, Bahrain, Lebanon,

Morocco and the occupied Palestinian

territories, also took part.

Egyptian participants
represented Nasserist, Islamist, secular,
communist and socialist currents,
thereby completing the veritable global
unity of activists.

The lineups of speakers at the
various workshops on Imperialism,
Popular Movements, and Support of the
Iraqi and Palestinian Resistance were
very long which indicate participants’
commitment and enthusiasm for these
lively debates.

For two days, fiery speeches
were the order of the day. An Italian
activist, Shubeilat, attacked his
country’s media for describing the Iraqi
and Palestinian resistance as terrorism.
Iraq and Palestine have become the
“symbols of the anti-globalization
movement. Arab popular movements
must engage with this global movement
to make it truly universal,” he said. The
Japanese participant informed the
conference that his government has
violated the Japanese constitution by
agreeing to send troops to Iraq.

The chemistry between the

conferences’ left wing and Islamic

currents was a revelation to many.

Making a rare appearance in such a

socialist-oriented gathering, Ma’moun

El- Hodeibi, the outlawed Muslim

Brotherhood’s supreme guide, spoke at

the opening session. Slamming the

“authoritative imperialist and aggressive

capitalist systems”, Hodeibi hailed the

“new [anti-globalization] global

movement”.

The UK Stop the War
activist Yakoub described the anti-war
movement as a “bridge between East
and West. From Cairo to Birmingham,
Muslim and Jew, we have more in
common than we have differences, and
its unity that gives us the potential to
be the other superpower.”

Sabah Al-Mukhtar, an Iraqi
lawyer from the UK-based Arab
Lawyers Network, urged the
conference “not to recognize the
occupation forces [in Iraq] or the
Governing Council. The Iraqi people
must know that the world stands behind
them”.

Just before ending the
conference, a representative for the
Arab Lawyers Union announced that it
will work tirelessly to defend the
prisoners of Iraq and Palestine and
urged all human rights and social
justices groups to join in the campaign.
The organizing committee undertook
the commitment to follow-up on this
issue.

Over all, it was a very
interesting conference, Some delegates
were very clear with their appeal to
launch the “global movement for justice
and peace” by establishing chapters
around the globe.

There is a huge need for more
diversity and representations from
various parts of the world. The
conference however, missed a great
opportunity to organize a meeting
between international activists
protesting the injustices imposed on
Arabs, and Arab activists who are
systematically subject to oppression for
their political views.

The full text of the 2nd Cairo
Declaration, adopted by the
participants on December 14 is now
available at wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.cair.cair.cair.cair.cairocampaign.comocampaign.comocampaign.comocampaign.comocampaign.com.

Ali Mallah is a member of CUPE 79 and
the President of the Toronto Chapter of
the Canadian Arab Federation

Mobi l i z ing  In ternat iona l
So l idar i ty  in  Ca i ro
By  A l i  Ma l l ah ,  Equ i ty  V ice -Pres iden t ,  CUPE Toron to  D is t r i c t  Counc i l ,  and
CUPE De legate  to  the  2nd  Ca i ro  Conference  Aga ins t  US Aggress ion



Exce rp t s  f r om  the  Se cond  Ca i r oExce rp t s  f r om  the  Se cond  Ca i r oExce rp t s  f r om  the  Se cond  Ca i r oExce rp t s  f r om  the  Se cond  Ca i r oExce rp t s  f r om  the  Se cond  Ca i r o
D e c l a r a t i o n :D e c l a r a t i o n :D e c l a r a t i o n :D e c l a r a t i o n :D e c l a r a t i o n :
"Wi th  the  Pa les t in ian  and  I raq i  Res i s tance . . .

Aga ins t  cap i ta l i s t  G loba l i za t ion  and  US  Hegemony"
- -Ca i ro  Dec la ra t ion ,  December  14 ,  2003

What follows are excerpts from the Second
Cairo Declaration. For the full  text, please
see  www.ca i rocampa ign .com.

The second Cai ro  Conference met  between
the  13 t h a n d  1 4 t h o f  Decembe r  2003 ,  upon
the invitation of the Popular Campaign against
the  aggress ion  on  Pa les t i ne  and  I raq ,  and
w i t h  w ide  pa r t i c i pa t i on  f r om  a l l  o ve r  t he
world, including prominent international figures
and political and trade union activists, intellectuals
and writers, journalists and artists, defenders
o f  human  r i gh t s ,  f r om  As ia ,  A f r i ca ,  La t i n
Amer i ca ,  Eu rope  and  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,
and  f r om  the  A rab  Wor l d ,  j o i ned  by  t he i r
common struggle against capitalist globalization,
U S  h e g e m o n y,  Z i o n i s m  a n d  R a c i s m  a n d
the i r  j o in t  e f fo r t s  to  f i nd  more  humane and
just   a l ternat ives to the pol ic ies of  capi ta l is t
g loba l i za t ion  in  the  f ramework  o f  “A  Bet te r
Wor l d  i s  Poss i b l e ” .

Pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  t he  2 nd C a i r o  C o n f e r e n c e
observe that the conclusions and convictions
they had reached in the 1st Cairo conference,
he ld  i n  Decembe r  2002 ,  we re  t he  bas i s
for a global ly act ive and effect ive movement,
wh i ch  sp read  t h roughou t  t he  wo r l d  w i t h
the participation of a wide spectrum of democratic,
peace- lov ing,  ant i -war  and ant i -aggress ion
groups, through the organization of international
ant i -g lobal izat ion conferences which re ject
t he  agg ress i on  on  I r aq  and  exp ress  t he i r
solidarity with Palestine, and the declarations
tha t  deve loped  t he re f r om  such  as  t ha t  o f
t he  Tokyo  and  Jaka r t a  con fe rences ;  and
the  spec i f i ca t i on  o f  days  o f  so l i da r i t y  w i th
the Iraqi people.  Those days have witnessed
popu la r  demons t ra t i ons  o f  m i l l i ons  f r om
al l  nat ions of  the wor ld,  the largest  of  which
were  t he  demos  o f  t he  18 t h o f  Janua ry  and
the  15 th o f  February  2003 .  Severa l  popu la r
conferences have been organized in different
countries of the world condemning the American
aggress ion against  I raq and suppor t ing the
s t rugg le  o f  the  Pa les t in ian  peop le  aga ins t
Z ion is t  aggress ion  and  Is rae l i  occupat ion .

A l t hough  t hose  w ide  popu la r  ac t i ons  and
act iv i t ies  d id  not  prevent  the  Un i ted Sta tes
f rom i ts  occupat ion of  I raq,  they succeeded
in the condemnat ion of  that  occupat ion f rom
i t s  ve r y  beg inn i ng ,  c rea t i ng  a  unan imous
in te rna t i ona l  r e j ec t i on  o f  i t  and  has  had
i t s  impac t  i n  t he  r e f usa l  o f  many  s t a t es
f rom par t i c ipa t ing  the re in .  They  have  a lso

dep r i ved  t he  US  o f  a  w ide  i n t e rna t i ona l
all iance. This international popular campaign
has also contributed to deepening the contradictions
be tween  ma jo r  cap i t a l i s t  s ta tes  rega rd ing
the i r  pos i t i on  on  t he  agg ress i on  on  I r aq .
The activities of the international mass movements
have  been  success fu l  i n  t he  con t i nuous
mob i l i za t i on  o f  popu la r  g roups  and  fo rces
within the framework of their common strategic
object ive represented in the struggle against
the policies of globalization and its militarization
and  the  dangers  i t  ca r r ies  fo r  the  in te res ts
o f  t he  peop les  and  the  f u tu re  o f  human i t y.
Po r t o  A l l eg re  was  a  c l ea r  and  success fu l
examp le  o f  wha t  can  be  ach ieved  by  j o i n t
popu la r  s t r ugg le  condemn ing  an t i - peop le
aggressive policies and their challenge everywhere.

Based on  those ach ievements  and seek ing
more  e f fec t i veness  in  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t
cap i ta l i s t  g loba l i za t ion  and  US hegemony,
the 2nd Cairo conference discussed the main
i ssues  re la ted  t o  t ha t  s t rugg le  t o  d raw  the
lessons  lea rned  f rom las t  yea r ’ s  ac t i v i t i es
and to prepare for a more effective confrontation
in  the  coming  year.  Themes  fo r  d i scuss ion
i nc l uded  t he  r es i s t ance  o f  US  hegemony
and capital ist global izat ion, means and ways
to  suppo r t  t he  res i s tance  i n  Pa les t i ne  and
I raq ,  s t r eng then ing  t he  r o l e  o f  A rab  and
International popular movements in supporting
the resistance and the meeting the challenges
tha t  f ace  those  popu la r  e f f o r t s  i n  t he  A rab
Wor ld .

Discussions have developed into the following
bas i c  conc l us i ons :
First:  as regards Capital ist  Global izat ion
and  US  Hegemony
Par t i c i pan t s  i n  t he  2 nd  C a i r o  C o n f e r e n c e
obse rved  tha t  t he  US  con t i nues  i t s  e f f o r t s
t o  s t r eng then  i t s  con t r o l  ove r  t he  wo r l d ,
us ing  i t s  i nc reas ing  con t ro l  ove r  the  wor ld
e c o n o m y  a n d  i t s  m a j o r  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r s ,
seeking to prevent the recreation of a multipolar
wor ld,  which might  undermine i ts  increasing
influence and powers. It is therefore important
for the international movement against capitalist
global izat ion and US hegemony to chal lenge
tha t  tendency.
Second: As regards the heroic Palestinian
In t i f ada  aga ins t  the  Occupa t ion
Part ic ipants in the second Cairo conference
acknowledge that the cause of the Palestinian

people started with the issuance of the Belfor
dec lara t ion  in  1917 and the se izure  o f  Arab
Pa les t i n i an  l and  i n  1984  by  means  o f  a
racist settlement and replacement colonialism
led  by  t he  Z i on i s t  movemen t .  Th i s  was
comp le ted  in  1967  by  an  occupa t ion  o f  t he
remaining Palest inian land and parts of other
Arab countries, as an extension of the continuous
Zionist  aggression on the Arab nat ion. Whi le
we differentiate between Judaism as a religion,
respected l ike all other religions, and Zionism
as an expanding, Zionist and political movements,
par t ic ipants  in  the conference condemn the
aggressive Israeli policies against the unarmed
Pa les t in ian  peop le .
Th i rd :  Concern ing  the  I raq i  Res is tance
o f  Occupa t ion
Par t i c i pan t s  i n  t he  2 nd Ca i r o  con fe rence
stress that the occupation of Iraq const i tutes
pa r t  o f  a  US  s t r a t eg i c  p l an  t o  t i gh ten  i t s
cont ro l  over  the wor ld  w i th  a  v iew to  spread
more  US  powe r  ove r  t he  wo r l d .  I t  i s  a l so
pa r t  o f  t he  Z i on i s t  p l an ,  wh i ch  t a rge t s  t he
estab l ishment  o f  the  greater  Sta te  o f  Is rae l
f rom to Ni le to Euphrates,  and Israel ’s d i rect
r o l e  i n  t he  occupa t i on  o f  I r aq  and  t he  use
o f  I s rae l i  weapons  by  Amer i can  t r oops  i n
I raq .
Four th :  The  pursuance  o f  the  s t rugg le
to support  the unif ied internat ional  f ront
against imperialism and capitalist globalization
Par t i c i pan t s  i n  t he  2 nd Ca i r o  con fe rence
ag reed  t ha t  t he  conc lus i on  and  f ac t s  t hey
have reached regarding the themes of discussion
have  s t r eng thened  t he i r  w i l l  t o  con t i nue
the struggle towards building a unified international
popular  f ront  against  imper ia l ism, capi ta l is t
g l oba l i za t i on  and  US  hegemony,  and  t o
ex tend  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t ha t  f r on t  t o  t he
who le  wo r l d  and  t o  ensu re  t he  con t i nu i t y
of those activities throughout the year through
va r i ous  ac t i ons  t ha t  a re  i nc lus i ve  o f  w ide r
popu la r  c i r c l es .  I n  v i ew  o f  i t s  i n c reas i ng
awareness regarding the contradiction between
i ts  bas ic  in te res ts  and those o f  the  po l ic ies
o f  cap i ta l i s t  g loba l i za t ion .

�
A l i  Ma l l ah  was  t he  CUPE de lega te  t o  t he
2nd  I n t e rna t i ona l  Con fe rence  Aga ins t  US
Aggress ion .



More  peop le  have  been  k i l l ed  i n
I r a q  s i n c e  G e o r g e  B u s h
dec l a r ed  t he  "o f f i c i a l "  end  t o
m a j o r  c o m b a t  o p e r a t i o n s  o n
May  1 s t  t han  had  d i ed  i n  t he
" o f f i c i a l "  w a r .  H e  t o l d  u s  t h e
w a r  i s  o v e r  y e t  t h e  A m e r i c a n
a n d  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  a r e
encoun te r i ng  i nc r eas ing
r e s i s t ance  t o  t he i r  o c cupa t i on .
H o w  d i d  t h i n g s
g e t  s o  o u t  o f
c o n t r o l  i n  I r a q ?
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
b a s i c  f a c t s
abou t  t he
s i t ua t i on .

L E G I T I M A C Y
T h e  U S  h a s  n o t
f ound  the  much-
f ea r ed  weapons
o f  m a s s
des t ruc t i on  i n
I r a q  n o r  h a v e
they  p rov i ded  a
s h r e d  o f  c r e d i b l e  p r o o f  o f  l i n k s
b e t w e e n  S a d d a m  H u s s e i n  a n d
A l - Q u e d a .  T h e  w a r  w a s  i l l e g a l
and  the  occupa t i on  r ema ins
i l l e ga l  and  t he  I r aq i  peop l e  a r e
m o re  awa re  o f  t h i s  t h a n  eve r.

THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE
We a re  to l d  t h a t  t ro o p s  a re  i n
I r a q  t o  p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y  b u t  i t
i s n ' t  w o r k i n g .  T h e  r e a s o n  i s
t he  heavy-handed  app roach  o f
t h e  o c c u p y i n g  f o r c e s .

O n  O c t o b e r  1 2 t h  2 0 0 3 ,  f o r
e x a m p l e ,  U S  f o r c e s  i n
D h u l u a y a ,  a  s m a l l  t o w n  5 0
m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  B a g h d a d ,
d e m o l i s h e d  d a t e  a n d  o r a n g e

March  20  -  G l oba l  Day  o f  Act ion  toMarch  20  -  G l oba l  Day  o f  Act ion  toMarch  20  -  G l oba l  Day  o f  Act ion  toMarch  20  -  G l oba l  Day  o f  Act ion  toMarch  20  -  G l oba l  Day  o f  Act ion  to
Oppose  the  Occupat ion  o f  I raqOppose  the  Occupat ion  o f  I raqOppose  the  Occupat ion  o f  I raqOppose  the  Occupat ion  o f  I raqOppose  the  Occupat ion  o f  I raq

t r e e s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a  s u s p e c t e d
su i c i d e  bombe r.  They  w iped
ou t  the  l i v e l i hood  o f  hundreds
o f  I r a q i s ,  d e e p e n i n g  t h e  a n g e r
aga in s t  t h e  US/UK  p r e sence  i n
I r a q .

Amnes ty  I n t e rna t i ona l  r epo r t s
t h a t  y o u n g  I r a q i  g i r l s  a r e  b e i n g
t i ed  up  and  f r i s ked  i n  t he i r  own
houses  du r i ng  l a t e -n i gh t ,

r a n d o m  r a i d s  i n
B a g h d a d .

S ince  the
r e l e a s e  o f  a  C I A
r e p o r t  t h a t  s a i d
m o r e  a n d  m o r e
I r a q i s  a r e  s i d i n g
wi th  the
re s i s t ance
f o r c e s ,  t h e  U S
in tens i f i ed  i t s
a t t a c k s  o n
I r a q i s .  C a l l e d
Ope ra t i on  I r on

H a m m e r,  t h e  a t ta c ks  i n c l u d e d
u s i n g  2 , 0 0 0  p o u n d  b o m b s ,
s o m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  w e a p o n s  i n
t h e  U S  i n ve n to r y.

A t t ack ing  c i v i l i an
ne i ghbo rhoods ,  r u in ing
l i v e l i hoods  f o r  hund reds ,  and
t e r r o r i z i n g  t h o u s a n d s  i n
r a n d o m  a n d  v i o l e n t  r a i d s  a r e
n o t  g o i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  s e c u r i t y
bu t  w i l l  f u r t he r  a  cyc l e  o f
v i o l ence  i n  I r aq .

RECONSTRUCTION  EQUALS
PRIVATIZATION

The  t rue  na tu r e  o f  t he
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  I r a q  i s
l a u g h a b l e .  T h e  m o s t  b a s i c

neces s i t i e s  o f  t he  I r aq i  peop l e
a r e  no t  b e i ng  me t ,  wh i l e
b i l l i ons  o f  do l l a r s  a r e  be i ng
g i v e n  t o  U S  c o r p o r a t i o n s  l i k e
Ha l l i bu r ton  (D i ck  Cheney ' s
company )  and  Bech t e l .

The  u l t ima t e  p l ans  f o r  t he
p r i va t i z ed  r e cons t ruc t i on  have
been  ou t l i n ed  by  Pau l  B remmer,
the  head  o f  t he  Coa l i t i on
P rov i s i ona l  Au tho r i t y  i n  I r aq ,
who  dec r eed  i n  S ep t embe r  2003
tha t  an  I r aq i  cons t i t u t i on
wou ld  embody  Amer i can
v a l u e s ,  " a l l o w i n g  f o r e i g n
d i r e c t  i n ve s tmen t  t o  t he  r a t e  o f
10 0 %  i n  a l l  s e c to rs ,  exc e p t  fo r
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  [ o i l ] ,  i n
add i t i on  t o  a l l ow ing  f o r e i gn
b a n k s  t o  o w n  l o c a l  b a n k s  a t
10 0 % .

- - - - -

Th roughou t  On ta r i o  and  a round
t h e  w o r l d ,  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  a r e
beg inn ing  t o  mob i l i z e  i n  t he i r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  Fo r  I n fo r m a t i o n
a b o u t  w h a t ' s  b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d
i n  yo u r  c o m m u n i t y,  c h e c k  o u t
the  Canad ian  Peace  A l l i ance  a t :
w w w. a c p - p a . c a .
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Amnesty
In ter nat iona l
r epor ts  that
young I raq i  g i r ls
are  be ing  t ied
up and f r isked in
thei r  own
houses  dur ing
late -n ight ,
random ra ids  in
Baghdad.


